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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 
ROSEMARY VAN DEN Bl RG tells in her own words 
'I am an Abongmal woman who has recently completed and passed my Masters 
degree in Australian Studies/Aboriginal Studies at Curtin University. My thesis was 
the second part of my father's biography titled /he Changing Years: The Pinjarra 
bperience. It tells of how the Abongmal people of a small town in the south-west 
of Western Australia had to adjust to and change w1th the government's policy of 
ass1mHallon and mtegrallon mto the wh1te Australian commu111ty 
Although the book wvers the penod from 1944-1975, the chapters l am sendmg 
you deal w1th the years from 1965·19""0, when the 196co Referendum voted over-
whelmmgly for Abongmes to become ullzens of Australia 
I hese chapters tell of how the Aborigmcs re-acted to th<c Referendum and are an 
mtereshng study of th<.: south-west Aborigines, the Nyoongar people, with whom I 
1dentify and am cons1dered an elder. 
Besides being a post-graduate student, I am a published author. My first book No 
Options No Choice!: The Moore R11·er Experu.mce (1994) tells of my father's story 
from 1910-1944 ' 
GAI~Y CA I' AI ANO is an Australian poet and art cntit I le has published 
numerous books of poetry, an art cntiCism book Years of /lope and one of the 
finest books written on Australian cultural cnliCISm, An lntJmatt' Australia 
ANNE COLLETT has her B.A. & M.A. from the Umvers1ty of Queensland. She has 
lectured on post-colonial stud1es at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, London 
and is now teaching post-colonial, American and British literature at the Un1versity 
of Aarhus, Denmark. She IS now poetry editor of Kunap1pi and currently wnhng 
on the work of Mohawk poet, Pauline Tekah10nwake Johnson. 
MARY CONDE is a lecturer at the University of London, Queen Mary and 
Westfield College 
AI.ISON DONNELL is a graduate of Warwick Univers1ty and a speCialist m West 
Indian literature 
ROBERl DREWE is the author of .,even works of fiction, includmg Our Sunshine, 
an 1maginary life of Ned Kelly, publishcd by Picador in 1991 lie lives m Sydney 
HI VERLEY I' ARM! R 1s one of Australia's maJor novelists and short story wntcrs 
ller more recent worh include A Bodv of Watt'r, part fiction and part writer's 
notebook, /he s·eal Woman wh1ch 1s bemg translated mto Damsh, and her latest 
book The 1/ou.>e m Uu? L1ght. In Spring 1996, she will be Wnter 111 Residence at the 
E-nglish Department, Aarhus Umvers1ty, Denmark. 
SYD HARRI X teaches at flinders University and has had several volumes of poetry 
pubhshed mcludmg Atlant1s by Dangaroo Press 
DAVID 1::. liOfGBfR(, tea<.:hes at the Un1versity of Indianapolis. 
KIRSTEN HOLST PETI'RSFN teaches at Roskilde University, Copenhagen 
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KARI::.N KING-ARIBISALA IS from Guyana and tt!achc~ at Lagos Umverslty In 1991 
she won Commonwealth Reg1onal Prize m Afnca for Best First Work of hchon. 
HENA MAES-JELINEK is one of the pioneers of Commonwealth Uterature and a 
leading critic in the field . She is especially known for her work on Wilson Harris, 
and is Professor at the Un1versity of Liege. 
ALECIA McKENZIE was born in Jamaica and now shares her time between the 
Caribbean and Belgium; she teaches at the Free University of Brussels (Vesahus 
College). ller collection of short stories Satellite City won the 1993 reg1onal 
Commonwealth Writers Pnze for best first book. Her second book, When the Ram 
Stopped in Nat/and, is a novella for children. 
RONNITII MORRIS is completing her doctorate at Melbourne University and has 
won the Greta Hort scholarship to study for a term at Aarhus University. 
GRAI lAM MORT lives in North Yorkshire where he works as a freelance writer, 
editor and creative writing tutor; he is currently creative writing Course Leader for 
the Open College of the Arts. He has published four collections of poetry the 
latest, Snow From The North, appeared from Dangaroo Press in 1992. 
ROBERl RAYMER lives in Malaysia and is a novehst and short story wnter. 
A liMA SRIVASTAVA born in Bombay, she lives and works in London, dividing 
her hme between writing and film editing. She is currently working on her next 
novel , her first novel Fransmission (London: Serpent's Tail, 1992), (see interv1ew). 
GLEN THOMAS is a Ph.D. student at the University of Queensland. 
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